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 ■ Abstract
Mount Wuyi was inscribed on the World Heritage List in 1999 under criteria (iii), (vi), (vii) and (x). The 
original nomination included only the southern, albeit larger, side of the Wuyi mountain ecosystem. The 
World Heritage Outlook, undertaken by IUCN in 2014, concluded that there was a “great need for better 
coordination across the province divide and Mount Wuyi would be greatly strengthened if Jiangxi sections 
could be added.” As a result, the State Party sent the Minor Modification proposal, which was evaluated, 
amended, and approved during the 41st session of the World Heritage Committee. At this time, ICOMOS 
suggested to study further and address the concerns concerning the identification and addition of 
components to the cultural values. This paper details the cultural and natural heritage values of the property 
and their linkages as well as the management system. In addition, it provides an analysis and research of the 
cultural values mentioned in ICOMOS’s latest recommendation.
KEY WORDS: World Heritage, Nature-Culture Linkages, Mount Wuyi, Evaluations of IUCN & ICOMOS, 
Heritage Value Analysis, Management, and Conservation
 ■ 1. Introduction
Mount Wuyi was inscribed on the UNESCO World 
Heritage List in 1999 under criteria (iii), (vi), (vii) 
and (x). The original nomination included only the 
southern, albeit larger, side of the Wuyi mountain 
ecosystem in Fujian province and not the northern 
components located in Jiangxi province. The 
Retrospective Statement of Outstanding Universal 
Value for this property was adopted during the 
36th session of the World Heritage Committee in 
2012 (UNESCO 2012). The World Heritage Outlook 
analysis, undertaken by IUCN in 2014, concluded 
that there was a “great need for better coordination 
across the province divide and Mount Wuyi would 
be greatly strengthened if Jiangxi sections could be 
added.” The report urged the State Party to extend 
the property across the provincial boundary to 
include valuable and richer habitats on the Jiangxi 
province side of the mountain. As a result, the 
The Study of World Cultural 
and Natural Heritage Mount 
Wuyi
State Party submitted the Minor Modification of 
Mount Wuyi World Heritage, which was evaluated, 
amended, and approved during the 41st session of 
the World Heritage Committee in 2017 (UNESCO 
2017a).
Mount Wuyi World Heritage property, 
nominated as a mixed site, currently covers 107,044 
ha, and the buffer zone is 40,170 ha [Figs. 1 & 2]. It 
consists of Mount Wuyi National Nature Reserve, 
the whole Mount Wuyi National Scenic Area, and 
the Remains of Ancient Han Dynasty National Key 
Cultural Relics Protection Unit, located in Fujian 
province and forming the original inscribed property 
in 1999, and the recent extension of Mount Wuyi 
northern slopes, a part of the Mount Wuyi National 
Nature Reserve located in Jiangxi province (UNESCO 
2017b)
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Figure 1:  Topographical Map of Mount Wuyi World Heritage (after the modification) (Source: CNPA 2017)
Figure 2:  Mount Wuyi World Heritage (Source: CNPA 2017)
 ■ 2. Significance
2.1 Cultural Values 
Mount Wuyi is a landscape of great beauty fused 
harmoniously with a series of cultural relics and 
exceptional archaeological sites. The boat coffins 
and Han Dynasty city, both established in the 1st 
century BCE, reflect the Minyue ethnical culture, 
which gradually vanished 3,000 years ago.
The property is directly and tangibly 
associated with Neo-Confucianism since the 11th 
century CE. Mount Wuyi was the cradle of Neo-
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Confucianism, evidenced by several temples and 
academies associated with Zhu Xi and Wang 
Yangming, who were the central figures of Neo-
Confucianism development. The outstanding 
natural landscape of the property nurtured Neo-
Confucianism, which became a dominant doctrine 
from the 10th to 19th centuries, playing a significant 
role in countries of Eastern and South-eastern Asia 
and influencing philosophy and politics over much of 
the world. Furthermore, the mountain and natural 
beauty of the property have inspired Chinese poets, 
artists, and philosophers through the centuries.
2.2 Natural Values
The riverine landscape of Wuyi’s Nine-Bend River 
(lower gorge) is of exceptional scenic quality in its 
juxtaposition of smooth rock cliffs with clear, deep 
water.
In terms of biodiversity, Mount Wuyi is 
among the most outstanding subtropical forests 
in the world. It constitutes the largest, most 
representative example of mostly intact forest 
representing the diversity of the Chinese Subtropical 
Forest and the South Chinese Rainforest. The 
property has acted as a unique species refuge since 
Tertiary times for a large number of ancient, relict 
plant species and plant communities, many of them 
endemic to China and contains exceptional numbers 
of reptile, amphibian, and insect species (Chen 
1999).
2.3 Linkages Between the Cultural and Natural 
Values
According to Article 1 of the Convention Concerning 
the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural 
Heritage  (UNESCO 1972), the def inition of 
Cultural Heritage contains “sites: works of man 
or the combined works of nature and man, and 
areas including archaeological sites which are of 
Outstanding Universal Value from the historical, 
aesthetic, ethnological or anthropological points 
of view.” Article 2 of the Convention stipulates that 
the definition of natural heritage includes “natural 
features consisting of physical and biological 
formations or groups of such formations, which are 
of Outstanding Universal Value from the aesthetic 
point of view; natural sites or precisely delineated 
natural areas of Outstanding Universal Value from 
the point of view of natural beauty.” Therefore, it 
can be noted from the above definitions that there 
are strong interactions and connections between 
the definitions of the values of cultural heritage 
and natural heritage (Yang 2004). For instance, “the 
combined works of nature and man” shows the 
linkage between humans and nature. Furthermore, 
“natural features (…) from the aesthetic point of 
view” and “natural sites (…) from the point of view 
of natural beauty” show that nature is valued based 
on human aesthetics. Therefore, nature values 
interrelate with cultural values, and the results 
of these interactions are tangible and intangible 
cultural heritage, such as shrines, poems, and 
paintings.
Specif ic to the value of Mount Wuyi 
World Cultural and Natural Heritage site is the 
representation of the harmonious unity between 
humankind and nature. The peaks, the landform 
(criterion vii), and the animal and plant kingdom 
(criterion x) of the property were originally 
masterpieces of the natural crustal movement and 
subtropical climate. However, it inspired people’s 
infinite aesthetic imagination and aesthetic 
creativity. The heritage of Mount Wuyi represents 
the perfect fusion of nature and culture. In detail, 
nature has provided Mount Wuyi with a unique 
and vibrant environment, which has attracted 
scholars and masters of the past generations to 
tour, write, seek seclusion, or teach. The landscape 
cultivated people’s temperament and enlightened 
people’s wisdom, while the human activities spread 
and developed Mount Wuyi, adding luster to the 
natural landscape. There are many cultural relics on 
both sides of the natural landscape of Nine Bend 
River along with the mountain, the ruins of the 
boat coffins, Zhu Xi and others’ academies, the cliff 
carvings, the temples and monasteries (criterion 
iii). These relics are like dazzling gems embedded 
in the landscape of the property, blending people’s 
thoughts, emotions, wisdom, and labor (criterion 
vi) into the natural landscape, adding a rich cultural 
atmosphere to Mount Wuyi, reaching the state of 
unity of heaven and man.
In conclusion, the cultural phenomenon 
is created through the activation of the spiritual 
creativity of the aesthetic subject when the 
objective beauty of Mount Wuyi’s rare natural 
resources and natural beauty acts on the aesthetic 
subject. It is a concrete manifestation of the 
permanent charm and nature-culture linkages of 
the property.
 ■ 3. Management
3.1 Current Protection and Coordinated Management
The entire modified property is owned by the 
government of the People’s Republic of China and is 
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afforded strong legal protection. The components 
include national-level nature reserves, a scenic 
site, and national level listed cultural relics, thus 
assuring the safeguarding of both the cultural and 
natural values of the property. This protection falls 
under several national laws, including the Forestry 
Law (1984/2020), Environmental Protection 
Law (1989/2015), Cultural Relics Protection Law 
(1982/2017), Regulations on Nature Reserves 
(1994/2017), Regulations on Scenic Sites (2006), and 
the Wildlife Protection Law of the People’s Republic 
of China (1988/2018). The Fujian Mount Wuyi 
property was designated as a UNESCO Biosphere 
Reserve in 1987. 
Af ter the acceptance of  the Minor 
Modification, the property encompasses land in 
two provinces. Management plans coordinated 
by the administrative authorities of Fujian and 
Jiangxi provinces are being developed for effective 
protection and management. Monitoring systems 
are in place with local participation to ensure regular 
monitoring and informative decision-making. At the 
operational level, the modified property is jointly 
managed by the People’s Government of Jiangxi 
Province and Fujian Province through an overall 
Coordination Committee. An overall umbrella 
management plan is being developed considering a 
top-down management system with a multi-sector 
approach, which includes the Provincial Department 
of Forestry, the Provincial Bureau of Cultural 
Heritage, Mount Wuyi National Nature Reserve 
Management Bureau, and County Governments of 
both provinces.
According to the latest assessment of the 
World Heritage Outlook 2, undertaken by IUCN in 
2017 (Osipova et al. 2017), it is concluded that the 
successful modification of the site boundary in 2017 
was highly significant in improving the resilience 
and viability of the Mount Wuyi ecosystem and 
biodiversity. IUCN considers that the integrity of 
the site has been further strengthened by adding 
the Jiangxi section, which included new areas of the 
same ecosystem contiguous with the original site. 
The management action has had a positive effect 
on nature conservation. For instance, despite its 
smaller size, the Jiangxi sections of the mountain 
are regarded as different, wilder, and richer in fauna 
than the larger Fujian sections. Given the relatively 
small size and fragmented nature of subtropical 
forests in the existing Mount Wuyi property, the 
extensive plantations of Moso bamboo, and limited 
sample of different available catchment areas, the 
original World Heritage site appears to have had 
vulnerable habitat integrity and low resilience in the 
face of the new emerging threat of climate change. 
Integrity and resilience have been enhanced 
by modifying the boundaries of the property. 
This change gives the area increased habitat 
connectivity, a marginally greater area, especially 
of precious broadleaf evergreen forest, and a 
more extensive range of habitat types, extending 
the site into the major Yangtze catchment. This 
includes a broader sweep of local species and biotic 
communities.
3.2 Sustainable Tourism
With special permission, only a small number 
of tourists are allowed to visit the Mount Wuyi 
National Nature Reserve in Jiangxi province, the 
core zone, buffer zone, and a small part of the 
experimental zone, which are included in the World 
Heritage property (Forestry Department of Jiangxi 
Province 2002). New quotas have been set following 
the completion of studies looking at the impacts 
of tourism and carrying capacity. The Mount 
Wuyi World Heritage coordination committee has 
established a very elaborate monitoring system, 
including monitoring not only the general physical 
environment – air quality, water quality, and 
vegetation cover – but also the level of visitor use 
and impacts.
 ■ 4. Current State of Conservation and Challenges 
for Continuity
4.1 Co-management
At the national level, the property is coordinated 
and managed by the National Forestry and 
Grassland Administration, and the National Cultural 
Heritage Administration. The Ministry of Education 
(UNESCO China) acts as the external window unit for 
international communication, similar to some other 
countries.
After the property became a cross-provincial 
World Heritage site, to better protect the property, 
the Yanshan County of Jiangxi Province and the 
Wuyi City of Fujian Province signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MOU) for the coordinated 
management and protection of Mount Wuyi World 
Heritage in 2017. However, as the administrative 
authorities are based in different provinces, they 
still face a problem of joint management of the 
property.
Moreover, Mount Wuyi involves many 
natural protective designations, including Mount 
Wuyi Scenic Area Management Committee, 
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Mount Wuyi National Forest Park, and Mount 
Wuyi Nature Reserve. The existing protection 
and management institutions in Mount Wuyi are 
divided into sections, which has increased the 
coordination complexity as well as caused the 
decline of the property’s protection objectives 
and its effectiveness. The differences between 
the natural and cultural authorities have inevitably 
increased the complexity of the management of the 
property. The management division problem faced 
by natural heritage has increased the difficulty of 
management, making it impossible to form the 
overall concept of property development, and it is 
impossible to show the overall resource advantage 
of the property to the world.
4.2 The concerns in relation to the cultural values of 
the property
According to the requirement of Decision 41 
COM 8B.38 (UNESCO 2017a), the State Party was 
requested, with the support of ICOMOS and the 
World Heritage Centre to “undertake further study 
to address the concerns about cultural values of 
the property,” which is an essential suggestion 
for deepening the nature-culture linkages of the 
property. There are several cultural sites associated 
closely with the development of neo-Confucianism 
scattering in the Jiangxi province. Two geographical 
sections are connected to the cultural values of the 
property, located in north Mount Wuyi (Jingxi) and 
Jinggangshan, respectively. The cultural relics in 
these two sections include the E’hu Academy, the 
Ruins of Baikou city, and the sites of Philosophers of 
Mind of the Ming and the Qing Dynasties and were 
mentioned in the ICOMOS evaluation report as 
potential components of the property [Fig. 3]. The 
E’hu Academy is located more than 30 kilometers 
north of the proposed boundaries. In comparison, 
the Ruins of Baikou city and the sites of Philosophers 
of Mind of the Ming and the Qing Dynasties are 
located 250 kilometers away. Thus, these elements 
could not be included within a minor modification 
of the boundaries.
In 2015, the Chinese government updated 
its Tentative List. It included Mount Jinggang and 
Mount Wuyi (Jiangxi) as a potential extension of 
Mount Wuyi World Heritage property, taking 
into consideration that they belong to the same 
geotectonic unit, the same physical geography 
region, and the same general culture. More 
importantly, the proposed extension ensures 
greater habitat integrity, resilience, and ecological 
connectivity from the natural heritage point of view. 
From the cultural heritage point of view, a potential 
extension of the property would enrich the cultural 
characters of the site and strengthen the interlinks 
between cultural and natural environments by 
considering testimonies of different stages of the 
historical development of the area.
Figure 3:  The location of E’hu Academy, Ruins of Baikou city, and the sites of Philosophers of Mind of the Ming and the 
Qing Dynasties  (Source: CNPA 2017)
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 ■ 5. Current developments
5.1 The establishment of a national park-based 
Protected Area System
The General Office of the CPC Central Committee 
and the General Office of the State Council of PRC 
China issued the “Guiding Opinions on Establishing 
a National Park-based Protected Area System” in 
2019. Under the definition of China’s new protected 
area system, the protected areas are divided into 
three categories according to the ecological value, 
and the intensity of protection: national parks, 
nature reserves and natural parks, and the main 
status of national parks are established.
The new system can significantly improve 
the cross-management of multiple ministries 
and the overlapping of protective designation by 
centralizing the responsibility. By the end of 2017, 
the total number of protected areas in China was 
11,412, including 3,922 designated at the national 
level of protection. The total area of all types of land 
protected accounts for about 18% of the total land 
area in China, which exceeds the world average 
of 14%. The area of nature reserves accounts for 
14.8% of the land area in China, accounting for more 
than 80% of the total area of all protected areas 
(Luo and Xu 2019). Among the many protected 
areas, there are overlapping settings and multi-
head management issues. Management authorities 
related to multiple protective designations include 
the National Forestry and Grassland Administration, 
the Ministry of Environmental Protection, the 
Ministry of Housing and Urban-Rural Development, 
the Ministry of Agriculture, and the Ministry of 
Oceans. After the establishment of the new system, 
there is only one set of protective designations 
in a protected area, which is managed by one 
department and greatly enhances management 
effectiveness. At the same time, the establishment 
of the National Park Administration can achieve 
unified management across provinces and regions. 
Additionally, they can establish a coordination work 
leading group with the relevant provinces to jointly 
promote the pilot work and uniformly exercise the 
management rights within the scope of its national 
park.
In summary, the establishment of a 
centralized and unified management system for 
Mount Wuyi National Park should be completed 
per the “Mount Wuyi National Park Regulations 
(Trial).” In 2020, China will fully complete the 
national park pilot tasks, and Mount Wuyi will 
serve as the first batch of national parks. By then, 
the property of Mount Wuyi, which owns several 
protective designations, will retain only the highest 
protective level. It will be managed by only one 
administration, resolving cross-management issues, 
and significantly improving management efficiency. 
The new system solves the multi-management 
problem of natural heritage, which can contribute 
to the integration of cultural and natural heritage.
5.2 Address the concerns in relation to the cultural 
values of the property
The objective of the 2017 Minor Modification 
was to strengthen the integrated conservation of 
vegetation and ecology in the most efficient way, 
focusing on the natural aspects of the property. 
However, the State Party notes the requests of 
Decision 41 COM 8B.38 adopted during the 41st 
session of the World Heritage Committee and 
admits that the E’hu Academy, Ruins of Baikou city, 
and the sites of Philosophers of Mind of the Ming 
and the Qing Dynasties are linked to the cultural 
value of the property.
Therefore, further research is recommended 
to study the status and impact of Neo-Confucianism 
in the Southern Song Dynasty and the academy 
system insofar these cultural sites could be part 
of the Mount Wuyi World Heritage site. The 
archaeological discovery of the Ruins of Baikou 
city adds another dimension that complements 
the values demonstrated by the remains of the 
Han Dynasty city already inside the property. The 
two sections, which are considered the birthplace 
and cradle of Neo-Confucianism, would enrich the 
outstanding Universal Value of the property. The 
cultural relics of the related sections complements 
and extends the cultural heritage of Mount Wuyi 
World Heritage and witnesses the civilized or 
cultural tradition that once existed in the region and 
has partly disappeared. Associated sections and its 
associated cultural relics, together with the Mount 
Wuyi World Heritage, comply with criteria (iii) and 
(vi).
However,  considering the area and 
distance of the associated cultural relics, the most 
appropriate way to include the cultural relics of 
north Mount Wuyi (Jingxi) section and Jinggangshan 
section into the scope of the property should be 
to consider the extension with a new nomination. 
Due to the current World Heritage application rules 
(one new nomination per country per year), this 
alternative may imply a long queue at the national 
level.
56
JOURNAL OF WORLD HERITAGE STUDIES・SPECIAL ISSUE 2020・MIXED CULTURAL AND NATURAL HERITAGE ISSN 2189-4728
 ■ Literature cited
Chen, C. D. 1999. Biodiversity of the Wuyi Mountain and its importance in China. Biodiversity Science, 7(4): 
pp. 320–326
China Association of National Parks and Scenic Sites (CPNA). 2017. Minor Modification to Boundaries of 
Mount Wuyi World Cultural and Natural Heritage
Forestry Department of Jiangxi Province. 2002. The overall planning of the construction in Wuyishan 
National Nature Reserve of Jiangxi Province





Osipova, E., Shi, Y., Kormos, C., Shadie, P., Zwahlen. C., and Badman, T. 2014. IUCN World Heritage Outlook 
2014: A conservation assessment of all natural World Heritage sites. IUCN, Gland, Switzerland
Osipova, E., Shadie, P., Zwahlen, C., Osti, M., Shi, Y., Kormos, C., Bertzky, B., Murai, M., Van Merm, R., and 
Badman, T. 2017. IUCN World Heritage Outlook 2: A conservation assessment of all natural World Heritage 
sites. IUCN, Gland, Switzerland
UNESCO. 1972. Convention Concerning the Protection of the World’s Cultural and Natural Heritage. General
Conference, 17th session, Paris, November 16. https://whc.unesco.org/en/conventiontext/ [Accessed 15 
September 2017]
UNESCO. 2012. Decisions adopted by the World Heritage Committee at its 36th session (Saint-Petersburg, 
2012), pp. 224. https://whc.unesco.org/archive/2012/whc12-36com-19e.pdf [Accessed 30 November 2016]
UNESCO. 2017a. Decisions adopted during the 41st session of the World Heritage Committee (Krakow, 2017), 
pp. 249. https://whc.unesco.org/archive/2017/whc17-41com-18-en.pdf [Accessed 15 September 2017]
UNESCO. 2017b. Minor Modification to Boundaries of Mount Wuyi World Cultural and Natural Heritage, pp. 
8-9. http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/911/documents/ [Accessed 15 September 2017]
UNESCO. 2019. The Operational Guidelines for the Implementation of the World Heritage Convention. 
UNESCO World Heritage Centre, Paris
Yang, G. X. 2004. On the Subject System of the Wuyi Science and its Relation of Wuyi Culture. Journal of 
Nanping Teachers College 23(3): pp. 10-13
 ■ Legislation:
Cultural Relics Protection Law of the People’s Republic of China. 1982 & rev. 2017. http://www.ncha.gov.cn/
art/2017/11/28/art_2301_42898.html [Accessed 28 June 2020]
Environmental Protection Law of the People’s Republic of China. 1989 & rev. 2015. http://www.gov.cn/
zhengce/2014-04/25/content_2666434.htm [Accessed 28 June 2020]
57
JOURNAL OF WORLD HERITAGE STUDIES・SPECIAL ISSUE 2020・MIXED CULTURAL AND NATURAL HERITAGE ISSN 2189-4728
Forestry Law of the People’s Republic of China. 1984 & rev. 2020. http://www.gov.cn/xinwen/2019-12/28/
content_5464831.htm [Accessed 28 June 2020]
Regulations of the People’s Republic of China on Nature Reserves. 1994 & rev. 2017. http://www.forestry.
gov.cn/main/3950/20170314/459882.html [Accessed 28 June 2020]
Regulations of the People’s Republic of China on Scenic Sites. 2006. http://www.gov.cn/zwgk/2006-09/29/
content_402732.htm [Accessed 28 June 2020]
Wildlife Protection Law of the People’s Republic of China. 1988 & rev. 2018. http://www.forestry.gov.cn/
main/3949/20170314/204777.html [Accessed 28 June 2020]
